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Long script to support public-facing material for 5-11s 
 
For decades, vaccinations have protected our children and young people from 

potentially serious diseases, including measles, flu, meningitis and mumps.  

By the time they leave school, a child will typically have been offered vaccinations 

against 18 different diseases or infections – the COVID-19 vaccine is one more 

vaccine that children will soon be able to have to protect them from illness.  

We all want to get back to normal – we want our children to go to school, do the 

things they love and catch up on lost time spent time with family and friends. But 

COVID-19 is still active and causing some children to miss out on their education 

and things they enjoy.  

The JCVI recommends that 5-11 year olds be offered the vaccine, which has been 

approved by the UK’s medicines regulator, to boost immunity and increase their 

protection against any future waves of COVID-19. The NHS wants to support 

families to make an informed choice, and to make things convenient and child-

friendly for those who do decide to get it. 

The COVID-19 vaccine is already making a big difference to help protect us all. The 

vaccine does not remove the virus, but research and experience in countries around 

the world shows it can prevent the worst effects of COVID-19 and reduce the risk of 

infection to your child and those around them. 

You can get your child vaccinated at a site and time convenient for you– at 

vaccination centres, pharmacies and GPs offering jabs for this age group. You can 

view these sites and make an appointment through the National Booking Service or 

by calling 119. 

Some walk-in sites are also available to vaccinate this age group and older siblings, 

or other family members, can be vaccinated together at the same time. Simply check 

the walk-in finder website before attending to make sure they can vaccinate your 

child. 

Children aged 5-11 with no other underlying health conditions will be offered two 

paediatric (child) doses of the vaccine, with at least 12 weeks between doses. A 

paediatric dose is smaller than doses given to those aged 12 and over.  

If a child has had COVID-19 they will still get extra protection from the vaccine, but 

they will need to wait 12 weeks before getting vaccinated.  

Those 5-11 year-olds who are more at risk from the virus can already get two 

paediatric (child) doses, eight weeks apart, and their GP or hospital specialist should 

be in touch to arrange this.  



Resources 

 

UK Health Security Agency  

A guide for parents 

of children aged 5 to 

11 years (print 

version) 

 

 

COVID-19: A guide for 
parents of children aged 5 
to 11 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

What to expect after 
your child’s COVID-
19 vaccination (print 
version) 
 

 

What to expect after your 
child’s COVID vaccination 
– A guide for parents of 
children aged 5 to 11 
years of age 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

A guide for parents 
of children aged 5 to 
11 years at high risk 
(print version) 
 

 

COVID-19 vaccinations: A 
guide for parents of 
children aged 5-11 years 
of age at high risk 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

COVID-19 
vaccination consent 
form for CYP 
 
Available in Braille, 
BSL & audio 

 

COVID-19 vaccination: 
consent form for children 
and young people or 
parents - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 

NHS England and NHS Improvement [At risk 5-11] 
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COVID-19 
vaccination for at 
risk 5 to 11-year-
olds – Stakeholder 
toolkit 

 

010222 COVID-19 
vaccination for at risk 5 to 
11-year-olds - CommsLink - 
FutureNHS Collaboration 
Platform 

5 to 11-year olds in 
a clinical risk group 
_ Image 
 

 

5 to 11-year olds in a 
clinical risk group _ Image 
- CommsLink - FutureNHS 
Collaboration Platform 

Press release: NHS 
expands COVID 
vaccinations to the 
most vulnerable 5 to 
11 year olds 
 

 

NHS England » NHS 
expands COVID 
vaccinations to the most 
vulnerable 5 to 11 year 
olds 

A vaccination hub at  
@SWBHnhs 
has been 
transformed into a 
‘toy town' to help 
children feel more at 
ease when getting 
their COVID 
vaccine. 

 

https://twitter.com/NHSEn
gland/status/14956922982
97958402 
 

Webinar: Examples 
of welcoming 
children’s 
environments 

 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0BqjEb8sJKE 
 

11- year-old Poppy 
has cerebral palsy 
and complex health 
needs so mum 
Joanne knew it was 
important for her to 
get the COVID-19 
vaccine. 

 

https://twitter.com/NHSEn
gland/status/14993098713
50624257 
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Nine-year-old Arthur 
got his COVID-19 
vaccine to protect 
his dad who has a 
weakened immune 
system because of 
a kidney transplant. 

 

https://www.instagram.co
m/p/CaUGLMTs9PZ/ 
 

Team HALO 

Do children still 
need to be 
vaccinated if their 
parents already had 
the vaccine? 

 

https://youtu.be/AxzLPnfM
VQ4  

How do we know 
that COVID-19 
vaccines are safe 
for under-18s? 

 

https://youtu.be/JsuelS4xL
K0  

Do we have proof 
that the COVID-19 
vaccines are safe 
for under-18s? 

 

https://youtu.be/kIiOIxP4e
CI  

Can my child have 
the vaccine if they 
have allergies? 

 

https://youtu.be/FuvT9dkB
tAw  

Are there any side-
effects for under-
18s of taking 
COVID-19 
vaccines? 

 

https://youtu.be/3myn74u
Ar3Q  

Are there long-term 
effects for under-
18s of taking 
COVID-19 
vaccines? 

 

https://youtu.be/opNeeqK
RzJw  
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